
November 2025 Newsletter 

Post 574 

72 Pearl Street 

Hudson Falls, NY 12839 

518-747–9891 

Lounge Hours: Mon-Thu 1-10p 

Fri 11a-11p, Sat 1-11p, Sun 1-8p 

History Corner: Battered Bomber 

On the morning of October 15, 1944, the B-17G “Lovely Julie” of the 398th Bomb Group took part in a raid 

targeting Cologne, Germany. Immediately after releasing its bombs, the aircraft sustained a direct hit from anti

-aircraft fire; an 88mm shell exploded in the nose section, killing Staff Sergeant George Abbott, the togglier, 

instantly and seriously wounding the navigator, 2nd Lieutenant Raymond LeDoux. 

 

The force of the blast shredded the entire nose 

of the bomber, tore loose the instrument panel 

such that only the compass and altimeter were 

somewhat functional, and left the pilots, 1st 

Lieutenant Lawrence M. DeLancey and 1st 

Lieutenant Phillip Stahlman, battling sub-zero 

temperatures at altitude with their boots partly 

exposed to the elements. Communication sys-

tems were knocked out and oxygen lines were 

severed, forcing the crew to rapidly descend to 

lower altitudes just to breathe. 

 

With the navigator’s equipment and maps destroyed, LeDoux, after recovering somewhat from his initial inju-

ry, stood between the pilots on the flight deck giving them headings from memory using visual landmarks to 

steer the battered aircraft home. As they limped over Belgium, a pair of friendly P-51s provided escort for the 

final leg across the Channel. 

 

Approaching Nuthampstead, the pilots managed to lower the landing gear, only for hydraulic fluid to spray 

across the cockpit, confirming their suspicion that they would land without brakes or instruments. DeLancey, 

peering around wreckage blocking his view, executed a “by guess and feel” landing, bringing “Lovely Julie” 

safely to a stop just beyond the runway’s end in the mud. 

 

Every crew member, except Abbott, survived the ordeal: LeDoux’s navigation and DeLancey’s flying earned 

official commendations both for heroism and skill under extreme pressure. The aircraft’s battered nose became 

the subject of iconic wartime photographs, a testament not just to the ruggedness of the B-17 but also to the 

extraordinary resolve and teamwork of its crew. 

 

Adapted from https://www.facebook.com/cafairbasearizona. h/t to Sharon Underwood for link. 
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Auxiliary Corner 

 

 

 

Happy Fall Everyone! 

Fall is off to a busy start within our Legion Family! The Halloween event was a huge success! It was fun to 

be part of such an important event!  Thank you to our members and everyone that volunteered your time!  

Another successful event from Legion Family Post 574!  

We ended October with 70% membership paid. Please get your memberships in. We are heading into a busy 

time and there will be plenty of things to do. We could use all the volunteers we can.  

We still need volunteers for Friday nights in the Bingo Kitchen. A HUGE thank you to all of you who have 

volunteered to work the kitchen. I appreciate your dedication to our Auxiliary more than you know! 

Now on to November. This month is quite busy for the Auxiliary. Our meeting will be held on Wednesday, 

November 5th due to election day being on Tuesday.  

November 1st is our Annual Pub Crawl. Sign up is in the lounge! 

November 11th will be our Veterans Day dinner hosted by the Auxiliary. Please sign up no later than No-

vember 6th. Roast Pork Tenderloin, Baked Potato, Green Beans and Apple Crisp for dessert! 

November 13th, Thursday is our annual Dine-to Donate. This year will be at O'Toole's. Dine at O'Toole's on 

Quaker Rd, Queensbury between 4pm and 9pm. O'Toole's will donate 15% of their total sales between those 

times, back to our Auxiliary to benefit our Poppy Fund. Come out and see us! You do not need a flyer for 

this event.  

November 15 is Mission Training in Albany for those of you who are attending. 

November 16th is our Annual Basket Raffle - Contact Danielle Haxstun 518-791-2466 or Cynthia Nevins 

518-744-0590 if you would like to donate a basket.  

November 23rd, Sunday is the South Glens Falls Holiday parade. We will be decorating a float for this 

year's parade. Step off for the parade is 5pm. This year's theme is "The Light before Christmas" . 

November 30th we will be kicking off our Breakfast with Santa schedule starting with wrapping books! 

This year's story book from Santa is "Frosty the Snowman" . We will also be stuffing the stockings for our 

little visitors.  

PHEW! 

Thank you to ALL of our members for everything you do!  It makes me proud of all of you who have 

stepped up to volunteer, initiate ideas, create unit level programs and just supporting our veterans. It is be-

cause of all of you that we have such a wonderful Auxiliary that we can be proud of and I thank each of 

you! 

Sincerely, 

Julie Montello, President Unit 574 
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Sons Corner 

 

 

 

Greeting Squadron and Legion Post 574 family! 

First want to say thank you to everyone who helped with the Halloween Family Fun Day! It was a 

great day, great weather and great turnout. Each year we keep on growing and coming up with new 

ideas to help make this event fun and better. If you have any pictures, please send them to any of 

the officers of the Legion Post 574 family. 

Also don’t forget your raffle tickets for our Sons Annual Christmas Tree raffle. It’s a pre-lit Christ-

mas tree with $1,000 worth of New York State Lottery ticket on it. Tickets are $10 each and only 

500 tickets are available. Get them quick as they are selling fast.  

Our November Breakfast is November 9th 8-11am. It’s our Veterans Day Breakfast, where all Vet-

erans each for free. PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD!  

Sons Membership – As of October 10th our Sons Squadron membership is at 83% paid for 2026. 

Getting closer to that 100%. My goal is to reach 100% by the end of this year. Can we do it? I be-

lieve we can. As long as we work as a team to reach out to those to have not paid their dues yet, 

and get them paid, we can achieve this goal together.  

Please check out our Facebook page for more information on events and information about our 

squadron. You can find the page by searching “Sons of American Legion #574”. 

As always, thank you for your continued support of Post 574 and our mission to serve our veterans, 

their families and friends and our community. God bless you all! 

I like to end with a quote, 

“All the great things are simple, and many can be expressed in a single word: freedom, justice, 

honor, duty, mercy, hope”  - Winston Churchill 

 

Sincerely – Austin Montello – Squadron 574 Commander 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
6p Karaoke 

2 3 4 
Election Day 

5 
6p Aux 

Meeting 

6 7 
7p Bingo 

8 

9 
8a Breakfast 

10 11 
Veterans 

Day 

12 
5p CGuard 

6p EBoard 

13 
7p Riders 

14 
7p Bingo 

15 
6p Karaoke 

16 17 18 
7p Sons 

19 
6p  

Legionnaires 

20 21 
7p Bingo 

22 

23 
5p Holiday 

Parade 

24 25 26 27 
Thanksgiving 

28 
7p Bingo 

29 

30       

November 2025 
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 BOOSTERS 

————— THRU 2025 ————— 

From Post 574 Color Guard 

In Memory Of 

Our Commander and Chaplin William Fish 

Dawn Palmer 

In Loving Memory Of 

My Dad Daniel B. Hayes US Army (Silver Star) 

Reggie Prouty 

In Memory Of 

Loved ones Reginald Smith, US Army and  

Ed Barry, US Navy 

————— THRU 2027 ————— 

Jay & Sue Marchese 

In Memory Of 

Tim Pratt 

ADRK Art Jr. 

ALWAYS 

Art Gibbs Sr. WWII (Silver Star) and  

Steve Gibbs, Korea 

————— THRU 2028 ————— 

From Rachel Quackenbush 

In Memory Of 

Jim Quackenbush 1st Director of 574 Riders 

————— THRU 2028 (cont’d) ————— 

Gail & Ron Pliscofsky 

In Memory Of 

Tony Pliscofsky 

————— THRU 2029 ————— 

Anonymous Donor 

In Memory Of 

Joel Barber 

Ronnie Graham 

In Memory Of 

Foster Graham Frank Keys & Margaret Keys Raymond 

(MUD) Graham Donna (Dolly) Graham 

 

 

 

 

 

————— THRU 2030 ————— 

From Don Amorosi 

In Honor Of 

Thomas Eastwood 

Margaret Folk 

In Memory Of 

John P. Folk Past Department Vice Commander 

From Post 574 Color Guard 

In Memory Of Our Dedicated Departed Brothers 

Bob Cheeney, US Marines (Vietnam) and US Army 

Bob Beverage, US Navy  

————— THRU 2032 ————— 

From Catherine Eastwood 

In Memory Of 

 

————— THRU 2035 ————— 

Duane & Barb Vaughn 

In Memory Of 

Our Brother John J Stewart USAF 

————— THRU 2040 ————— 

From Donald Amorosi 

In Memory Of 

Catherine Eastwood 

From Donald Amorosi 

In Memory Of 

Dick Bacon 

From Jay Marchese 

In Memory Of 

Frank Marchese U.S.N.- UDT 1958—1962 

From Shirley Kelly 

In Memory Of 

Tom Kelly 

If you would like to become a booster or renew, the cost is $3.00 a year. This is to help pay for printing. Please place request in the      

NEWSLETTER mail box in the Lounge or send it to the Post, attention Booster. Thank You for your continued Support. 
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NEWSLETTER 

The Post 574 Family Newsletter is published monthly. Articles are due to the Editor before 

the 25th of the month prior to publication. Membership submissions are encouraged. E-mail 

articles and photographs to: newsletter@americanlegionpost547.org 

 

Scan the QR code at the right with your smartphone to subscribe by email. 

Big thanks to this issue’s contributions from and Bill Fish and Sharon Underwood 

If you or someone you know is injured or ill, please call Post Chaplain: Sally Barker 518-798-0752 

Keep up-to-date with the latest Post news at: 

 

https://americanlegionpost574.org 


